
Art & Social Prac-ce MFA Program 
  

The Art & Social Prac0ce MFA at SHSU, ini0ated in 2021, is a dynamic and innova0ve program that 
combines ar0s0c prac0ce with social engagement. Students in this program are encouraged to 
explore the intersec0on of art and society and primarily create artwork that is ac0vated through 
public interac0on and par0cipa0on. Student projects are developed through embedded self-led 
residencies in area agencies including nonprofit human service organiza0ons and area businesses. 
Students also organize public events including open studios, pop-up exhibi0ons, film screenings, and 
workshops. It is the only MFA program emphasizing social prac0ce in the state of Texas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Social Pharmacy: Huntsville 
Collabora(on with MFA students at Sam Houston State University 

 
I designed curriculum around my ongoing project, Social Pharmacy, for a course en0tled 
Collabora0ve Studio and led MFA students through a socially engaged process to design and 
implement their own itera0on of Social Pharmacy for their local community. Students visited with 
local health care leaders inside and outside tradi0onal medicine and partnered with a re0rement 
community and the Huntsville Public Library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Social Mending 
Student Work samples from Glenda Pivaral, MFA ’24, SHSU  

 
Social Mending consists of a mobile mending sta(on that raises issues of fast fashion and labor 
exploita(on and aims to strengthen our fraying social fabric through the tac(le act of communal 
mending. She has ac(vated the project inside the homes of landscape laborers, poverty support 
agencies, and farmers markets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Glenda Pivaral, MFA ’24, SHSU  
Social Mending 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through the ac2vity of mending handmade fabric in different public se;ngs, my project aims to 
open conversa2ons about the value of work and the gentrifica2on of handmade labor. 
 

- Glenda Pivaral 
 

“Through the activity of mending handmade fabric patches at in 
different public settings, my project aims to open conversation 
about the value of work and the gentrification of handmade 

labor.” - Glenda Pivaral PAGE 14



Human Immigrant Library 
Student Work samples from Magda Macias, MFA ’24, SHSU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Magda Macias, MFA ’24,  



Ofrenda 
Marcelle Cavazos 

Community Seminar, SHSU 
 

Ofrenda consists of an earth work installed in a public square and concurrent events centered 
around collec(ve grieving. Taking inspira(on from Meso-American temples and the tradi(on of 
Dia de los Muertos, the project seeks to restore comfort and care in communal space by 
memorializing loss through a public landmark. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Taste of Heritage 
Kanza Nasir 

Community Seminar, SHSU 
 
Taste of Heritage collects tradi(onal recipes from various community members and 
amalgamates them to bring up discussions about heritage and mul(culturalism. The project 
establishes a roving mobile kitchen and communal meal events allowing community members 
to cook and share cross-cultural recipes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Bubble Cycle 
Lilibeth Flores 

Community Seminar, SHSU 
 
The Bubble Cycle explores themes of storytelling and collec(vity by crea(ng a collabora(ve 
publica(on within the Bubbles Wash House laundromat. The Bubble Cycle uses the format of a 
bi-weekly printed newspaper to tell the stories and happenings of the washateria clientele.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Load Cycles 
Lilibeth Flores 

Collabora(ve Studio, SHSU 
 
Load Cycles is a performa(ve handwashing sta(on ac(vated in the back yard of the Good 
Shepherd Mission, a residen(al homeless shelter and food pantry. The project uses the 
metaphor of laundry cycles to address intergenera(onal poverty and trauma, aiming for 
personal catharsis through invi(ng par(cipants to share in conversa(on during the tac(cal 
gesture of handwashing laundry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Art & Social Prac-ce MFA Program 
Pop-up public exhibi(on 

Program Reel: hUps://youtu.be/JO9Q7yLbET8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


