
SELECTED PROJECTS: JODY WOOD  

 

SOCIAL PHARMACY (2021-22)  
Participative installation in multiple locations, Sweden and United States 

Social Pharmacy (Folkets Apotek) is a site-specific exchange of health remedies. The work presents individual 
health as a collaborative performance scripted and enacted by strangers living in proximity of one another, 
moving an individualistic behavior of self-care into a relational gesture of community care. Participants are co-
authors; they are invited to share their own recipe for a health regiment, and in exchange, take away a commu-
nity member’s remedy for emotional, mental, or physical health. The project becomes a dynamic living library 
of people who comprise a specific locale, in the present and in generations past. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Social Pharmacy, Installation View, Skövde Art Museum, Sweden, 2022 
 

The Social Pharmacy moves beyond a focus on a marginalized segment of population to speak to the 
dependency and vulnerability that consistently marks every human life. Our vulnerability arises as a result of the 
fact that every individual body can and will become ill, be injured or find itself otherwise in need of healing. This 
reality necessitates that we will be dependent on social institutions and relationships throughout our lives. Such 
a universal perspective, which begins with recognizing the fragility of the body, seems particularly appropriate 
in this pandemic era. 

 – Martha Albertson Fineman 

 
 



SOCIAL PHARMACY (2021-2022)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Social Pharmacy, Installation view in Simpnäs, Sweden, 2021, Supported by Skövde Art Museum and AiR BKN. 
 

Dried leaves from blueberries and birch against diabetes. Renfana for troublesome insects. 
These are some of the home remedies in "Folkets apotek", a shimmering cure house placed 
a stone's throw from the water in Simpnäs. Jody Wood lives in Brooklyn, New York, and 
works extensively with themes around society and health. What is the goal of the project? 
Jody Wood describes it as putting something in motion and creating processes that continue 
on. The home remedies are part of a larger health issue. It's a way to share knowledge; it be-
comes an infrastructure that gets people to share care with each other. 

- Margaretha Levin Blekastad for Norrtälje Tidning Paper 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: ESSAY EXCERPT  
“We’ve Always Had Our Ways” by Nicole J. Caruth, independent curator and writer 

Published by Skövde Art Museum for artist monograph, 2022 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Social Pharmacy, Installation View, Skövde Art Museum, Sweden, 2022 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: ESSAY EXCERPT  
“The Social Pharmacy” by Martha Fineman, legal theorist and author of The Autonomy Myth 

Published by Skövde Art Museum for artist monograph, 2022 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Artist monograph (left), Social Pharmacy: Portrait Series, Inkjet Print, 2021 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: PORTRAITS (2022)  

Inkjet Prints - 27” x 40” 

Series of 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Social Pharmacy: Portraits, Installation View, Skövde Art Museum, Sweden, 2022 

 
 
 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: PORTRAITS (2022)  
Inkjet Prints - 27” x 40” 

Series of 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Social Pharmacy: Portraits, Installation View, Norrtälje Konsthall, Sweden, 2022 
 
 

 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: NEW JERSEY (2021) 

Site-specific participative installation in collaboration with Elijah’s Promise, New Brunswick, NJ 

 
Social Pharmacy began as a collaboration with CoLAB Arts and Elijah’s Promise, an agency working to 

alleviate food insecurity and homelessness in New Brunswick, NJ. As their artist-in-residence, I initially 

explored vaccine hesitancy. New Brunswick is dubbed ‘Healthcare City’ because of its many nationally 

recognized hospitals, pharmaceutical corporations, and medical research facilities. It also had the 

lowest vaccination rate of any city in New Jersey during 2021 and a 35% poverty rate. Social 
Pharmacy: New Jersey initiates a mutual aid system of home remedy exchanges taking place at the 

food distribution center of Elijah’s Promise. Recipes collected from constituents were turned into 

consumable objects and returned to the community. As the artist activated the pharmacy, it also 

became a hub for community members to exchange knowledge and advice with one another.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Pharmacy: New Jersey, Performance Still, Elijah’s Promise Food Distribution Center, New Brunswick, NJ, 2021 
 

 

Social Pharmacy helps us imagine what sharing care could look like while prompting 
questions about mutual aid brought to the forefront by the pandemic. How might we create 
systems of health that operate on the free exchange of knowledge and service versus 
prevailing models of care for cash? When healthcare systems fail us and we must care for 
ourselves, what do we have to offer each other? Can capitalism and care coexist?  

- Nicole J. Caruth, Independent Curator and Writer 
 
 
 
 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: NEW JERSEY, GALLERY INSTALLATION (2022) 
Wood, acrylic paint. Size variable 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Pharmacy: New Jersey, Installation View, Skövde Art Museum, Sweden, 2022 
 



 
TAXONOMIES OF CARE (2022)  

Installation: Plexiglas, acrylic paint, paper – size variable 

 

This series of data portraits depicts power flows and organizational dynamics of hospital systems 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taxonomies of Care, Installation View, Skövde Art Museum, Sweden, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 



TAXONOMIES OF CARE (2022)  
Installation: Plexiglas, acrylic paint, paper – size variable 

 
This series of data portraits depicts power flows and organizational dynamics of hospital systems 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taxonomies of Care, Installation View, Norrtälje Konsthall, Sweden, 2022 



FIRST AID KIT (2022)  
Participative Installation, Skövde Culture Center and City Hall, Skövde Sweden 

Steel, enamel - 18” x 22” 
First Aid Kit is a site-specific exchange of health remedies installed in public municipal buildings. The work 
presents a non-hierarchical model of exchange in contrast to top-down service provision. The work is presented 
as an architectural fixture, alongside other emergency care equipment such as the fire hydrant and defibrillator.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
First Aid Kit, Installation View, Skövde Culture Center, Sweden, 2022 

 

 

 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: NYC (2022) 
Interactive installation at Whitebox Gallery, NYC  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Social Pharmacy, Installation view at Whitebox Gallery, NYC, 2022 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Visitors browse inside window installation of Social Pharmacy at Whitebox Gallery, NYC, 2022 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: STUDENT WORKSHOP (Spring, 2022) 

MFA students at Sam Houston State University, Huntsville TX 

I designed curriculum around Social Pharmacy and led MFA students through a socially engaged 

process to design and implement their own iteration of Social Pharmacy for their local community. 

Students visited with local health leaders inside and outside traditional medicine and partnered with a 

senior center and public library to collect and disseminate home remedies in Huntsville, TX. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Traveling Social Pharmacy led by MFA students in collaboration with Jody Wood in Huntsville, TX 



AGAINST MEDICAL ADVICE (2022) 
Live Performance 35:00 and 2-channel video 8:40 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/arsqm35kqt4g8bj/AAAkO516droCFWmKnFFJp8H9a?dl=0 

Against Medical Advice collected oral histories from patients without health insurance in New 
Brunswick, NJ. We worked with actors to devise personal narratives for live performance for an 
audience of community members and health care advocates. The project explores the tension 
between the illusion of the abundance of medical care with experiences of accessing care and the 
realities of poverty. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Against Medical Advice, Installation View, Norrtälje Konsthall, 2022 



S.O.S. (SYSTEM OF SUPPORT) (2020)  
Interactive Web Platform 

https://www.theartnewspaper.com/feature/jody-wood-platform-sos 

 

This project establishes a web platform SOSZIP.com, which connects people by zip code for peer-to-
peer help and care. The project protects privacy while allowing for connection. In midst of COVID-19 
this platform offers a way for communities to connect outside of social bubbles, regardless of housing 
status, in the interim of accessing state support. The project is ongoing. 

 

 
 
 

The project responds to the lack of support systems available during times of transition and 
trauma, according to Wood, and considers the idea that “everyone is responsible for caring for 
one another—that burden shouldn’t just fall on the shoulders of social workers or undervalued 
workers who are underpaid for their labour”. 

– Gabriella Angeleti, The Art Newspaper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHOREOGRAPHING CARE (2016-2021)  
Social Practice 

Documentary Video: https://vimeo.com/300298587  
 

Choreographing Care establishes open workshops in which staff at anti-poverty agencies are invited to 
reframe care activities into performative tableaus, creating a heightened awareness of physical 
surroundings, vocal resonance, and touch. These activities can have profound transformative effects in 
increasingly bureaucratic care institutions that typically overlook sensory and corporeal experiences of 
staff. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What [Jody] Wood and [Simone] Leigh’s projects bring to light is that healthcare is monetized in this 
country. The level of monetization is disturbing and on the other hand these two artists reveal how 
some care is available for some people but not for all. 

– Sara Reisman, Curator, Percent for Art, NYC 
 



BEAUTY IN TRANSITION (2013-2016)  
Social Practice 

Project Website: www.beautyintransition.org  
Documentary Video Link: https://vimeo.com/144522835  

 
Beauty in Transition established a pop-up mobile hair salon providing beauty services including a hair 
wash, cut, color and/or style service to willing participants living in transitional housing. Rather than 
increased invisibility behind the institutional doors of a shelter, this project considers increased 
visibility through reclaimed authorship to one's self-image, while breaking long-standing and pervasive 
social barriers of touch that stigmatize someone who has become homeless. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the city streets as her muse, Jody unpacks the trauma and social isolation that comes 
with being homeless while at the same time reacquainting those who may have forgotten their 
identity in the midst of their circumstances, of their own inherent beauty. Within the small 
intimate space of the mobile salon, participants are treated as equals. Labels of 
homelessness disappear. They are transformed. 

- MSNBC Live with Melissa Harris Perry 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    Beauty in Transition, NYC, 2015 

 
That the unspoken contextual element is people who’ve lost something and have had to shed 
part of their physical being, shapes the mobile salon experience. When you’re homeless you 
essentially no longer have things to define you. You are your body, so how your face and hair 
look take on a greater portion of your identity.  

- Jan Cohen-Cruz, Author and field researcher 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BEAUTY IN TRANSITION: PORTRAITS, 2016  
Inkjet prints on dibond, 30” x 40” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beauty in Transition: Portraits, Installation View, McColl Center for Art + Innovation, Charlotte, NC, 2018 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

      Care Wall, Installation View, Marble House Project, Dorset, VT, 2019 
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SPOKEN	STAGE	(2012)	
Video	Link:		https://vimeo.com/93500023	

	
Spoken	Stage	is	a	Community-based	project	led	by	artists	Jody	Wood	and	So	Yeon	Park	with	
seniors	from	The	Senior	Welfare	Center	in	Seoul,	Korea.	Concluding	an	intensive	12	week	
collaborative	poetry-writing	workshop	in	English,	site-specific	performances	took	place	
throughout	the	city	of	Seoul	in	Temporary	Space	Artist	Residency,	One	Circle	Community	
Theatre,	and	The	Senior	Welfare	Center	of	Seoul.	Based	on	themes	of	loss	and	discovering	new	
purpose	regarding	functionality	of	the	body,	place	in	the	family,	and	roles	in	society,	Spoken	
Stage	provides	a	public	platform	for	a	community	of	senior	citizens	to	develop	and	perform	
their	own	personal,	poetry-based	narratives	in	a	site-specific	installation	environment.	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

	

	

	

	

 

 

 

 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


